School Days of Our Presidents

By CARL SCHURZ LOWDEN
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\nother sufferer in the clash between patriotism
and the desire for an education was James Monroe.
He went to college in 1774, left a vear later, and im-
mediatelv obtained a lieutenancy m the Third Virginia
Rewiment. Roosevelt characterized him as “a very ami-
hle ventleman but distinctly one who comes in the

category of those whose greatness is thrust upon them,”
What might have been said of him if the war had

beaun in 1779 or 17807

School in Paris did not interest John Quincy Adams,

his father sent him to the Umversity of Levden, min
Hand. For a time he served as private secretary
rican representative whom the Russian Gov-
nient rerused to recewve e b 3 then told his
h that he thought “an American education to be
best for an American career.  Accordingly he re-
turned to his native land, entered Harvard, and gradu-
ated at the age of twentv-one. The elder Adams,
either precocious or probably given a smoother pre-
paratory schooling, completed the course at Harvard
when he was mnetet
As a freshman in college Thomas Jefferson partic-
ipated in festivities of a riotous sort. He soon saw,
however, that such conduct would get lim nowhere:
g0 he swung to the other extreme, becan to di <
t with members of the fac-
rh 15 110 }'1‘\
carly et his martial ambition and
t r study of military tactics prove his
| d as an officer in a company of col-
at the end of two vears found him-
t of his class, The disgrace of the
He resolved to pull himseli up
by his | I r otherwise. He turtned his atten-
tio . {« which he had neglected with the
re ‘!'.‘S L!.i'_‘- ‘-\}'11:1 17.”..- “shee D-
1t.
- Ulysses S. Grant, made no flashy
\ Rather he moved along with
old plowhorse: and, indeed. he
liked t h horses far better th vith mathe-
4 : tion he stood twenty-first amone
smates, but he excelled them all in
ma 1 t 15 true that an ichividnal can in-
' which he likes most,
t pioneer days were imperfect one-
0g cabn with few windows and scanty equip
Fhe masters were learned m Latin and Greok, and
nly beleved that the sparing of the rod spoiled the
& %

many of our Presidents received their first
traming m these meager institutions.

At least one of our Presidents, possibly two, never
went to any kind of a school. The father of As drew
Johnson died when the lad was five years old, and his
moather could not spare the money to educate him.
This condition of poverty caused Andrew to be an.
prenticed to a tailor. He worked long hours and Iu;rlr[
One day a man brought a book to the shop and re :
"1'_1I»T many selections that it contained. Andrew's am-
bition was stirred.  With the man's help he learned
the alphabet. But he made no real progress until his
marnage. His \\‘if-.' r!'.':'l 10 h:rn as s!'.r ]IH\ r] the T (I'»
She helped him to learn to read and write. She P.':'lx
his school.  Largely through her careful, patient in-
struction he was enabled to become the mavor of the
town in which they lived. ; -

The term "solf—mad_e" can be accurately applied to
Abraham Lincoln. His total schooling consisted of

only five months, two to one teacher and three to an-

s O im Lo 'I
other. He did sums and practiced writing on @ weH

shovel which he shaved with a knite to obtain a clean
surface. He often walked long distances to borrow
books. One volume swas ruined when ram m-'wt!alul
through a chitk in the log cabin, and ‘r?u- owner re-
quired the boy to work out its value. The lads step-
mother helped him all she could.  He had an indom-
itable will to obtain an educaton, and he did.  When
he learned to write he penned letters for his friends:
this unseliishuess and practice improved his penman-
ship and his ability to express thought.

Washington never sought the advaniages of col-
lege training. He was content with the common school
where he mastered the three “R’s,” geometry, and sur-
veyving. During his sixteenth yecar he quit to become
a survevor of lands. When he was fourteen his hali
brother obtained a place for him in the English Navy,
hut his mother obiected, and he did not go. Thus was
he saved for his great work as a military leader and
as the nation’s first President.

At the University of North Carolina a young fel-
low named Polk proved himself correct, punctual, and
industrious. He delivered the Latin salutatory be-
cause he stood first in classics and mathematics. Many
vears later at Kenvon College a similar honor came
to voung Rutherford B. Hayes as valedictorian of
his class,

Polk's predecessor, John Tyler, was the ringleader
in a school rebellion and mutiny when he and his mates
u\'('t‘]h.‘.\'(‘l’['ll a {htapntic teacher, bound him, and leit
him in the building until late at night when a passer-by
resctted him. The scholars had evidently concluded
that the man, McMurdo, was as bad as his name. He
complained to Judge Tyler who dismissed him with the
warning, “Sic semper tyrannis!”  Long afterward John
retold the story of the cruel principal, and commented,
“Tt was a wonder he did not whip all the senses out
of his scholars.”

Another Scotchman, Donald Robertson, was the
master of a school which James Madison attended.
Unlike McMurdo, he did not abuse his pupils or
heap injustice upon them. Madison suffered from
overwork at Princeton, but when he recovered his
health he took the studies of the last two vears in one.
After getting his degree of B. A. he remained at
Princeton another vear to do special work in Hebrew
under Doctor Witherspoon, head of the institution.
He then returned to his home, tutored his younger
brothers, and began a systematic course of reading in
theology and philosophy. Madison apparently was
preparing himself for the ministry, but he subsequently
abandoned it for law and a career of public service.

Since the administration of William McKinley the
Presidents have been graduates of large colleges.
Roosevelt was a Harvard man. Taft and Wilson are
products of Yale and Princeton respectively, Senator
Harding's Alma Mater, Union Central College, throuch
which he earned his way by driving a team in the
construction of a railway grade, has long been dead.
An obscure or a dead mstitution i1s no discredit to a
President, however: for a man must be potentially
great before he can become great, and such a man plus
a strong will is sure to make his mark with or without
the assistance of a college. Washington and Lincoln
are conspicuous examples of the seli-taught, Roosevelt
of the well-schooled, '

Five of the Presidents received their education in
the colleges of Virginia: Jefferson, Monroe, and Tyvler
at William and Mary; Buchanan at Dickinson. and
William Henry Harrison at Hampden-Sidney. Mass-
achusetts colleges educated four: the Adamses and
Roosevelt at Harvard, and James A, Garfield at Wil-
]i.Ii[TIn tl.I'.iH‘\- ]'\‘ il'.- I".'!"' I\I’.i']]l'rfﬁf'i‘] I‘n l!.[\l'\_ lif
Kenyon, and Benjamin Harrison, of Miami. When
Scenator Harding moves into the White House on or
ahout the fourth of .\I:irr'll_ 1"_'1‘ Ohio's l-..IIcgi;m— count
on the roll of Presidents will reach a total of three.

THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

The Problemof Asthma .,

4 hint of the type. Often the patient hillleif.‘ll' will k;
i his susceptibility to poisoning by some food, to .
or lamb. or strawberries, tor mstance, ]." others 1|
occupation and surroundmgs are suggestive. _[llﬂ-tf
are cited of bakers sensitive 10 W heat llﬂ.l!r, o4 h“"‘
to horse dandrufi.  Walker found a siter ot
coffee suffering from asthma due to protein of
green coffee husks. Two jewel polishers had ast|
the first from the dust of boxwood, 1th m-m'ml from
dust* of orangewood, employed in their rj;uly work

The most rehable way of demonstrating this se
tiveness, however, is by the so-called skin test. A <
of cuts not deep enough to draw blood or even ca
pain are made on the inner surface of the forca
and on them is placed a solution of the specific ¢
teins to be tested, those suggested by lf_lc patient o
group of a few of the most commonly involved fo
bacteria, pollens, and animal emanations.  Such a
might include egg, milk, cereals, meats, chicken
potato; the bacteria, staphylococcus, streptococcus, 4
PHenmococcus ; lilll“fh,\- ”'lh"l‘-_“”‘l I‘il}.:\\'t‘.(‘(!; h
hair or dandruff, cat hair, and feathers. In one-| |
hour the reactions are noted and compared with ¢
trols on which no protein was placed. A positive ro.
action consists of a white wheal about the cut, in fact,
hive. which measures at least 1.5 inch in diameter

The problem becomes more complex when the sa;
individual 1s sensitive to more than one protein, t
combination of proteins from the food, bacterial, ply
and animal sources, as is not uncommonly the case. Su
a person will ,;iw.c pll.\ili\t' reactions to all of th
especially if having been recently poisoned by them

In past years the efforts at treatment were by ne
sity confined to relieving the attacks aiter they occurr
More fundamental measures can be taken now, to
clude the possibility of attacks. . Asthmatics may e
be protected irom exposure to their poisons by ch
of environment or removal of the poison, or tl
dividual may be so changed by trecatment as to b
dered in: time not ;\'.l\((']'T}!IIf to these |)|li-nl‘l.~
easiest measure with foods 1s to remove them fr
diet. This 1s most successiul, although sufficient
ing at high temperatures destroys the poisonous «
acter of such foods in some cases. For instance, th
sensitive to potato or milk may ecat baked potato
boiled milk with mmpunity. Sometimes small amous
of such a food can be caten when large amounts ar
poisonous.  In children only careful, prolonged treat
ment has succeeded in rendering them non-sensitive t
these specifically poisonous foods.

In the case of the animal emanations, frequently th
caster treatment 1s to avold exposure, to change the:
surroundings, or get rid of the offending animal. How
ever in the horse, cat, and dog cases, the status of tl
mdividual can be changed—he can be desensitized b
successive inoculations under the skin of increasi
dilutions of the special protein.  Improvement oceu
quickly and can be carried to an entire lack of sen
tiveness. Even the previously positive skin test !
COomes negative.

With plant pollens and bacteria, similar inoculatic
are successful. With pollens this should be accor
plished before the season instead of during it. Mu
care is required in determining the dosage and its
crease. Reactions shou!ld be avoided.

With the non-sensitive group bacterial vaccines «
fer the hope of relief. However, the older the pati
the less hopeful the undertaking. Relief will vary w
such an individual's resistance and so mav not
permanent. Succeeding courses are often necessary s
vet they give more prompt results the sccond time

One conspicuous change in handling asthma !

been dispensing with the numberless and repeated na
operations  to which asthmatics were subjected.
fact it has been said by one author that “conscient:
1_'nr~L‘ and !]lT"u.'I.l spee 1alists have now learned to refr
from removing everything in their operative field
asthmatic conditions.”
. The l'hii.'ll;:trl outlook cannot hbe n\‘l‘i"’-l'T'lllll'l(l..\ia
Ihn}lgh death never occurs in an attack, yet an a:
matic never n:"lL.:r.--\\'\ the condition or spontaneou
becomes cured. Such reputed instances are generi
t!lll to the removal of the uth'chnu pr“g,-i” I...p
With tln: proper treatment the outlook is excellent
the sensitive cases, angd hopeful in the non-sensit
asthmatic bronchitis

Where Christmas Takes Place of “The Fourth?” coiii .

orange hedges gleamed in the mornmng's heht, when the
Christmas guns arce fired from the upper porch, the
hunting horns wind joyviully, and small boys, and big
boys, too, steal down into the yard to fire off the crack-
ers th_at delight them. Early as it is, a rewular fusil-
::ulc 18 kept :1[; tor an h ur or more, guns, pistols
horns, nrru;u';.rr‘a and squeaking trumpets maintaining
AN unceasing racwet,

I-”u;r the older darkics there is no time like Christ-
mas 10r a trip back to old “marsah’s,” or to see the sis-
ter or lar-_fhrr who lives on some distant ]]];lllf;slihflfl
I-P.n_".—; daddy and black mammy look odd cnough going
Christmasing, tricked out in their Sunday best, with all

sorts of !, .r_ili‘ s and budgets dangling here and there
'."-t‘ dll "l'! 14 ?:‘. il 1_\'! q ,;'Ilr'h‘u.

nd an fat to bursting, swung
at the horn ot the saddle -

If mammy can get the loan
. WUSEY of » 0 1, so much the better, but
i :1‘.. , she w :I.Ir.-Tv a rm]c_ or even an ox, and the par
..:.-.u‘;r pullet she has destined for “young Mass’ Hen.
ry's baby chile” will be tied on alo i
) _ ng with the other
parccls and go with her.
' (I.lilh'..ftll conditions in the South make it possible
tor the landowner to give presents only to those Ne-
m dircet contact with

of ab BY Or wagon !

groes whose work brings them

the family; but all who come to pay their respects
that day understand that they are to remain for dint
nm! the kitchen is filled with 3 joyful company
'\\_ hat for does dey keep Christmas. Missie >”
Daddie Hector, who has come ot irni;l his cabmn

yond the mill ostensibly 1o bring & hoary old owl

mspection, but in reality to get his Christmas ds
Daddie Hector is an octogenarian at least. \ulnllt'
exactly guess his age, and he is as L:l;.‘l!'k‘;l and |
with accumulated years as one of

stumps.

the native live
\ T;H’tl‘ personage among X"L!ftn':i. ht’ refu
to attend meeting, or even have the pastor wisit b
On being told the religions meaning of the Chri
mas testival, }TL' ]-III]II['T'\; on i‘ f,,r '*(“\"‘fa! it‘C(lll(lﬁ th
bursts out - . =
"1'1}'31. Marsah, den, ‘cordin’® dat exterpation, d
here time is worse dan Sunday.”
i Fhere is a great deal of Christmas down South
Hm' love of it and the pressing observance came
rectly to the people from their English forefathers, of
both high and low estate, who peopled Virginia and the
Carolinas in the long ago. Their descendants have
spn-:nl out over ”H‘ iﬂC(.' “i thl‘ country, alul tht' ”:,1

traditions and customs yet obtain in a marked degree




